T HOE 


Elders, Minifters, and Meffengers, 


OF THE SEVERAL 
BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


MEETING AT 


(In Kent.) Sussex.) 
Ajhford, | 
Sandburft, Rotherfield, 
Smarden, Rye, 
Tenterden, Wivelsfield, and 
Folkftone, Lewes. 


“Maintaining the important Dottrines of Three equal Perfons 
in the Divine Effence—Eternal and Perfonal Eleétion to Holi« 
~ nefs here, and eternal Life hereafter—The original Guilt and 
-Depravity of Mankind—Particular Redemption—Free Jufti- 
fication by the imputed Righteoufnefs of Chrift alone—Effica- 
cious Grace in Regeneration—The Perfeverance of the Saints 


to Glory. Profefling likewife Water Baptifm, upon a pers 


fonal Confeffion of Repentance towards God, and Faith in 


our Lord Jefus Chrift,; according to the primitive Mode and 


Difcipline of the Chriftian Church.) 


Affembled at SM ARDEN, the 5th and 6th eye of 


Ta Several Churches they reprefent, Jend C hriflian Salutation : 


Dear BrEtTHREN, 


E rejoice in having an opportunity of addrefling you once 
more in our affociated capacity, and as we truft that 


our paft exhortations have met your approbation -we areencou-| 


Bu 
~ 
4 
4 
¢ 
aX 
J 
~ 
‘el 
=. 
a 
| 
« 
4 
4 
¢ 


= x 


— 
— 


‘kar 


raved to hope you will pay attention to what we now would re- 
edmmiead to your perufal. You have been exhorted to confider 


| 
the zarure of \our affociation in general : [a]—to grow in grace and 


adorn your profeflion as christians :,[46]—to obferve the zarure 


and the enemies of vital religion: [¢]—to the means and 
motives of enjoying fell.wfaip with God: [d|—to view the efeas 
of Goa’s evérla/ling love in your privileges and duties : [e]—to 
furvey the glorious method of falvation by Jefus Chrift: 


_to confider nature of evangelical religion: [g]—to fee the ne- 


ceffity of perjonal and experimental godlinefs : [b|--and to examine 
and improve your obligations to brotherly, love} Many of our 
letters havé {tated the nature and beauty of perfonal religion, and 


thé firft and the helt have reprefented the fame religion asa focial 
thing. That we may «t once take in both tele ideas, and ftir 


up your minds by way of remembrance of thofe obligations you 
owe to each, we! eg leave to lay betore you the plan of a chriftian 
church as it is laid down in the holy Scriptures, — and in the moft 
beautiful fimplicity deicribed in its feveral parts, in THE Acts 
OF THE APOSTLES, chap. i. wer. 41, 42, Tren THEY THAT 
GLADLY RECEIVED HIS WORD, WERE BAPTIZED ; AND THE 
SAME DAY THERE WERE ADDED.UNTO THEM ABOUT THREE 
THOUSAND sous. AND THEY CONTINUED STEDFASTLY 
IN THE APOSTLES’ DOCTRINE AND FELLOWSHIP, AND IN 


BREAKING OF BREAD, AND IN PRAYERS. | 

The occafion of the words is briefly thig—about fifty days af- 
ter the crucifixion of Jefus Chrift, the difgiples having waited at 
rill they fhould be endued with pawer from on high 
were aflembled on the day of Pentecott, with one accord, in one 


[a] First Lets ER 3779, by Mr. Bewy. Morcan, of Apfird. 
[oy Secon Lert#r, 178d, by Mr. Wm, Corrine, of Sandburf?. 
[ce] Tuiro Letter; 1781, by Mr. THo. Perpy, of Rye, 

[a] FourTtH Letter, 1782, by Mr. Joun of Tenterden, 
[ec] Firru Letrrer, 1783, by Mr. of Smarden,. 
[f] SixtaLetrer, 1784, by Mr. Hen, jooKER, of 
[g] Sevens LetTTsR, 17385, by Mr. Geo. Russecr, of Rotherfield, 
E:cuts Letter, 1786, by Me. Wat. of Battle. 
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place, when the Holy Ghoft was poured down upon them, thus 


qualifying them to preach the everlafting gofpel, with flens, and 
wonders, and mighty deeds. Now when this was noifed abroad, 
the multitude came together, confounded and amazed, at what they 
faw and heard, and Peer fanding up with the eleven, lift up bis 
voice, and fjaid unto them, Yemen of Fuder, and all y> that drwell 
at ferujalem, heaiken unto my ds.—He declares that what they 
faw and heard, was the fulfilment of prophefy ; and then, with 
fimplicity, and holy ardour of foul, relates, and charges upon 
them the murder of the Lord of Glory [4]; and firmly concludes 
thu:—vherefire let aid the houfe of Lyrae. affuredly, that Ged 
bath made that fame “Jeus whom yo have crucified, bob Lord and 
Chri?. This had an happy eficet upon the confciences of the 
multitude, for when they heard this, they were pricked in their 
heart, and faid unto Peter, and the ref? of the apeftles, Men and 
brethren, what fhoali we do? YVerer, happy to fee the arrows of 
ithe Almighty inthe hearts of fnners, through his preaching 
Chritt crucified, immediately adds, Sais. and be baptized every 
one of you tn be name of Jojus Chrifl, for the remiiion of fins, and 
ye foal! receive the of the Hely ‘Then they that gladly 
‘6 received his word, were b@ptized, and the fame day there were 
added unto them (the and dy/cipies [1], ) about three 
‘6 thoufand fouls. And they continued itedtatily in the apottles? 
‘¢ doctrine a.nd fellowfhip, and in breaking of bread, and | in 
6 prayers. \/ 


This was evidently one of the days of the fon of man, which | 


we tru{t, dear brethren, you know fomething of by happy expe- 
rience, ‘Ihe particulars we would now exhort you to confider in 
the nature of a chriftian church, are—the materials of which'it 
is compolec-—the maxnétr in which it 1s forined—and the order 
which it obferves. | 
The paflage on which we ground our obfervations fays, that 
the proper materials of a chriftian church, are perfons who receive 
the evord, and who are bajtized. In the former of thefe pastieu- 
lars the mind is, probably, pu//wve; and in the latter, it ig cer- 


[4] Cor, ii, 8, A@si, 15. 
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tain the perfon muft be adive'; thus the order of nature is ob- 


ferved, we firtt live, then move, the latter is the; effect and evi- | 


dence of the former. To receive the.word then isy to be enabled 
by divine grace, to believe the tetlimony Which God has given 
of his fon. It is evident from the facred fcriptures, that none 
but God can convert a finner, which he effects by the word and 
fpirit of his grace : Tweund and I heal, 1 and I make alive, I 
the LorpD do thefe things [ m}; the entrance of thy d giveth the 
light of life [p].- PauL prays that the Ephefians might know 
the excceding arcatne/s of bis power towards them who believed, 

even that power, which he wrought in Chritt, when he railed 
him from the dead [o]; and James exhorts, to RECEIVE the 
engrafted werd, avbich is able to fave the Sepe [ py; for as many as 
RECEIVED bm (namely Chritt, by his word and oytte) to them 
gave he power to become the fons of Ged, ever to them cha: beliewe on 
his name [q].| No man can be a living member of the church of 
Chrift whofe heart is uninfluenced by the-word of lite; and we 
would exhort you, brethren, to be very careful how you admit 
perfons into your feveral focieties, who do not appear to have re- 
ceived the ward of God into their hearts ; the proper evidences 
of which are, having the tempers, faith, and coriduét i in fubjeétion 
to its authority. Beware of a mixed mult}tude of believers. and 
unbelievers, remember Ifrael, and fear comfequences [r]. When 
a perfon has receiv ed this engrafted word, ‘and is governed by it, 
fo that in the judgment of charity, you believe he is regenerated, 

and converted by the grace of God ; then, and not till then, is 
he to be confidered as a proper fubject forithe « ordinance of bap- 
tifm, which p a ftanding ordinance of the New Teftament, and a 


wifthle evidence of fubjection to the great Head of the church, for 


¢* chey that gladly received his word, were baptized. ” For your 
regard to this part of the counfel of Go [5], you are termed 
Baptifis, a name, which probably had the fame origin, as that of 
Chriftians, Your love for this figgificqne has 


[m] Deut. 39- lia. xiv. Je [x Pf, cx 130. 
fo] Eph. i. 39, 20. Jami. 23. [g] Johni. 12. 


Nomb. zi. 4. [:] Luke wii. go, | AGis xi. 26. 
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fubjected you to much unkindnefs from many of your brethren, 
but it has amply repaid you, by directing your attention to the 

feriptures, and to an act of determined obedience to Jefus Chrift, 
whofe exams/e [u] and precept you follow in it. 

In clofe conneétiun with the above named particul: ath, flands 
the incumbent dusy, and which was the conftunt practice of the 
ancient chriflians, to join themfelves to that body, whereof Jefus 
Chriit is Lord and Head. And this forms the fecond branch of 
our exhortation, for the fetipedee fays, ‘‘they were added,” 
namely, thule who received the word, and were baptized, and no 
other. \We cannot approve the temper and practice of fome chrif- 
tians, who indulge themfelves in this neglect of duty; a duty 


which they owe both to that God, who hath tranflated them out . 


of darknefs into his marvellous light, and to thote perfons who 
are fo tranflated, For 

it, a perfonal thing, yet, fo far from fetting afide, it is produced 
in order to exhibit its /ocia/ beauty and excellence. A fenfe of 
our wants excites our love for fociety as creatures, and it can do 


no lefs as chriftians ; this is ftrongly expreffed by a folitary foul a 
exclaiming :  teli me, O thou whom my foul loveth ! where 


feedeft, where thou makcft thy frocks to reft at noun? For why fhould 
IL be as one that turneth afide by the flocks of thy companicns ? To 
it is anfwered : Tf thou (know not, O thou among 
meu! go thy way forth by  footficps of the flock [x]. And we 
find this ciregtion exemplified in the conduct of the apoftle Paul, 


who affayed to jrin himjrlf to the difciples at Jerufalem [y], after 


he was converted. If this was not the duty of all baptized be- 


licvers, how could the worfhip or difcipline of the church of — 


Chrit be carried on, and the ends and defign of Chrift therein be 
anfwered? ‘And it is no lefs the duty of you, brethren, as the 
churches of Chrift, to encourage and admit all fuch as are thus 
qualified for, and defire to walk in church fellow fhip with you, 
Having faid fomething of the duty, we would beg leave to fay a 
word concerning the manner of receiving members into your fe- 
[uw] Matt. iii. 13, 37. [w] Matt. XXVille 19s [x] Songi. 7, 8. 
A@s ix. 26. / 
veral 


| true religion is, in the firft view of 


— 
> * 
| 
4 | 
| 
| 
. 
» 
< 
/ 


| 


| 
[ 6) 
veral churches. And hcre we would advife you, to obtain good 
evidence that the candidate is a real fubjedt of divine grace—that 
he has fome {irfficient knowledge of the way of falv ation by Jefus 
Chrift, and of the principal doctrines of thie gofpel—and that his 
moral conduct be as becometh the gofpel of God our Saviour. 

The order which a chrittian church obferves, when acting ac- 

cording. to th primitive model, is this: ‘they continued fred; apily 
in the apofiles’ dostrine and fellowpip, and in reaking of bread, 

and in prayers. YVerlevering, or continuing ftedfaftly” in the 
truth, is 2 good evidence of the fincerity: of chi ‘iitians, in their 
profeffion of oh gofpel ; and fuch will be jhe mot valuable mem- 
bers of your feveral communities. Wherpas a fluctuating unfet- 
tled difp: fition, like that of the Athenians, who loved norhing 
rife, but eithet to tell, or to bear {ome newithing (z], and which 
too much characterizes the profeffors of the gofpel i in the prefent 
day, will always be a great grief, and afreal jinjury to your re- 
{pective churches. This ftedfaftly continuing to follow the 
apottles, includes the doctrine—fellow p—and worfhip oF a 
church of Chriit. 

We congratulate you, beloved brethres, on your maintaining 
that form of found acé?-ine which has beenideliyered unto you, by 
the prophets and apoiiles of the great God.| You believe the 
apoftolic doctrine of the Trinity, (1 John v. 7.) You maintain 
perfonal and eternal Eledion, to holinefs: here, and eternal life. 
hereaiter, (Rom. vill. 29, 30.) You hold the doctrine of the 
original guilt and Deprawity of mankind, (Nom.v. 12.) You 
contend for free Fu/ification by the add righteoufnefs of 
Chrift alone, (Ifa. xlv. 24 Rom. v. 19 )’ You vindicate the ef- 
ficacious grace of God in Regeneration, (1) Pet. i. 23.) And you 
believe the Perfeverance of the faints to glory, (Phil. 1. 6.) 

The aprfles’ fellowfip” contitts in imitating them in their 
praGtice of communing together in the {pirit of the gofpel, to 
walk in all the commandments and ordinahcesof the Lord blame- 
lefs: to cleave to the Lord and to one another, with purpofe of 
heart: to adminifter chriflian confolation, and friendly reproof : 
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to build eath other up in sie dl holy faith, and, inaword, ta ~ 
think it an honour to live, and act, as the members of Chrift’s | 
myftical body, bearing each others burdens, and fo fulfilling the 
law of Chrift. We exhort you, brethren, to fill up your places 
in your refpective churches ; and, on no confideration forfake 
the aflembling of yourfelves together, for hereby you will weaken | 


the church to which you belong, rob your own fouls. and 


difhonour God. Whereas by continuing ftedfaftly in the apoftles” 


doctrine and fellowfhip, you will have the teftimony of a good 
confcience that you are walking in the path of duty ; you will 
be a comtort and encouragement to your Paitor, in whofe name 
Paul fays, we live, if ye frand faft in the Lord, |aa); and you 
will be honouring that Lord, to whom ye profefs fubjeétion. 
The worfhip of this model of chriftian churches, is briefly 


fummed up in two words : ‘* breaking of bread, and prayers.” 


The former of which refers to the ordinance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per; which was, in the earlieft ages of the church, almoft always 
a principal part of the public worfhip of God.  Chriftians 
hearts were then warmly affected with the dying love of Chritt, 
their redeemer; and therefore, they were willing to remember 
him often in this facred inftitution.. May the fame love animate 


all the brethren whom we now addrefs! Continuing ftedfaftly in 


prayers \s another branch of the worfhip of the ancient church, 
which we fhould all do well to follow, in our clofets, in our fas 
milies, and in the great congregation. May the promifed fpirit 
of grace and fupplication be poured down, in a rich abundance, 
upon all the churches! ‘hough fmging the praifes of God, and 
preaching the divine word, are not here mentioned, there is no 
doubt to be made that the firft is a part of divine worfhip, and 
was practifed as fuch, in the firft and pureft churches; and that 
the laft was always confidered as a proper comp: inion to the whole. 
We intreat the F ather of Lights, to grant, that you may be ena- 
bled to pray and fing ‘with grace in your hearts tothe Lord, and 
that we your minifters may preach the good word of lite with the 
Holy Ghoft fent down from heaven; then will you fay, Hous 


faa] x Theff, iii, 8. 
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Beautiful upon ‘Yhe mountains are the Seet of. him that bringezh geod 
tidings, that publifberh peace, that bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publifbeth Jalvation, that faith unto Zion, thy God reigneth. 
The watchman jhall lift up the voice, with the voice together feal] 
they fing: for they fhall fee eye to eye, when the Lord Jball bring 


again Zion. You will fay, Break forth into joy fing together ye 


aafte places of Ferufalem: for the Lord comforted bis people, 


he hath redeemed Ferufalem[ bb). 
Thus, beloved brethren, we have endchvouiiea to lay before 


you the outlines of the model of the fir chriftian church, as 
defcribed in the holy fcriptures; to which, we trutt, you will 
attend, feeing the honour of the King of Zion is intimately con- 
cerned, and who is ever looking to you avbom he hath called out of 
darkne/s into marvellous light, to forth .praife, [cc], by 
ftedfaftly continuing in the apoftles’ doctrine and fellowfhip, in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers, with gitdnefs, and finglenefs 
of heart, 


Signed, by Order of the Affembly, 


the Monga OR, 
JOSEPH MID LETON. 
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MARDEN, sib and 6th of Fune, 1787+ 


Te ESD AY afternoon, the Minifters and Meffengers met 
about four o’clock, Brother Aszveed opened the folemnity by 
prayer.—Brother Middleton was chofen MoperatTor, who then 
proceeded to read the preliminaries.—The letters from the feve- 
ral churches were read, giving an account of their ftate ; when it 
appeared that they all had been, and now were favoured with 
the means of grace—that peace generally prevailed among ‘them 
—and that feveral had experienced a comfortable increafe, fo: 
that upon the whole we had great reafon to rejoice in the Lord. 
May God give us a frame of mind fuited to his mercies! Several 
of the churches recommenced willage-preaching, from an experi- 
ence of the great good that has been done by it. Received a 
* letter from an affociation of Baptift churches, meeting at Charles- ‘| 
Town, Scuth- Caroli na, in America, communicated by Brother — 
Atwood; in which they gave us an account of their profperity, 
and requefted a friendly correfpondence with this affociation,—. 
Agreed to confider‘of this matter, at the next meeting.—Agreed 
alfo, that in all future meetings of our annual affociations, the 
names of the minifters and meffengers of the churches be called 
over before any bufinefs begins. —Brother Lioyd then concluded 
with prayer. | 
Absut feven o'clock, proceeded to bufinefs again. Agreed to 
hold a religious correfpondence with the affociation at Charles- 
Town, and the following Minifters were nominated and appoint- 


ed, as a committee, to draw up a letter to‘our chriitian brethren 
in 
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in America, in the courfe of a month hence, namely, Mi. 
Purdy, Mr. Cepping, Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Vidler, Mr. Middleton. 
The committee are to preferve minutes of their tranfaétions, ‘and 
to fubmit thie fae to the next affociation. ‘Th expences of the . 
committee fo be defrayed by the churches.—— 
WEDNESDAY morning, met about eight o'clock. 
Brother Cojping began in prayer. —Brotlfr Middleton having 
wrote the letter, read it; which approved, and or- 
dered to be pr aited.—Brother Copping, been defired to 
write a fetter to the church at WiveELsureLpb, jon account of 
their abfen¢e,, reid it, and being approved, Ww s ordered to be 
figned by the Moderator, Agreed that all Dawe publications by 
the minitiefs in this affociation, be annowpced in our circular 


letter. 
Public worfhip began at ten o’clock. © Brother Cromavell 

prayed.—Brother Vidler preached from jiii. 8.—Brother 

Rufell praved—Drother Pur.’y preached frém 2\Cor. xi. 2, 


Suitable hymns were func, and Brother: Knott concluded in 


prayer.—-—-Adjourned, 


« At fouro’clock, proceeded to bufinefs agin, Agreed to keep 
the firft Wednelday in November as a fait. i. Agreed to hold the 
next aflociation at Lewes.—bBrother Lioy4 and Brother Arwood 
to preach, and in cafe of failure Brothe’ Ru fel? and Brother 
Cepping.——Put up atthe Bear in the —The afiembly | 


was then difmified with prayer, by the Moteratyr 
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The STATE of the ASSOCIATED CHURCHES, in 178% 
(WIVELSFIELD, excepted. ) 


Adaitiony Received by Letter 4 
Rettored - 2 


Pinion} Difmiffed 
| Excluded § 10 


Lately puiblifbed, 


A Sermon on the Miniftry of Angel 


By JOHN LLOYD. 
\/ 


A Funeral Sermon on the Death of 


Mrs. CaTuARINeE STACE. 
By WILLIAM ATWOOD. 


A Scleétion of Hylan from the bet 


Authors ; 


Intended to be an APPENDIX to .Dr. 
PSALMS and HYMNS. 
By JOHN RIPPON, A.M, 
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Elders, Minifters and 


OF THE SEVERAL 


CHURCHES, 


Mecing at Apbford, Sandburf, Smarden, Tenterden, Folkfont, 

in Kent; Battle, Rotherfeld, Rye, Wivelsfeld, Lewer, 
| and in SUSSEX. BB a 


l 


| Maintaining the important Doétrines of Three equal Perfons in the pi: 
wine Effence—Eternal and Perfonal Election to Holinefs here, and 

... Eternal Life hereafter—The original Guilt and Depravity of Mankind 

+-Particular Redemption—Free Juftification by the imputed Righteouf- 
of Chrift alone—Effcacious Grace in Regeneration—-The Perfe- 

- werance of the Saints to Glory—Profefling Ikewife Water Baptifm ZZ 
upon a Perfonal Confeffion of Repentance towards God, and Faith ip 

our Lord Jefus Chrift, to primitive Mode and 

the Chriftian Church. 


Affembled at LEWES, the sd and 4th Days of JUNE, 1788. Zl 
Te the foveral Charches the reprefent,. Chriftian Salutations | 
Dearly beloved in the Lord, 
E once more, with great affection, addrefs you, as thofe Mat. are _— 

. near to us in the bonds of the gofpel ; your profperity for time and - 


eternity is what we earneftly defire ; and, to advance which, we would 
{pare no pains, nor leave any means untried: We with your perfettion i in 
all the will of God, that you may abound in grace, gifts and good 
works. Believe us brethren, thatin our annual meetings, our hearts are fins 
cerely and warmly engaged for you at the throne of grace, that you may 
increafe with all the increafe of God, be filled with his glorious fulncle 
‘and rooted and ‘grounded in love. 
We are heartily glad to hear of your welfare, and do rejoice in your 
—ftedfaftnefs in the true faith wherein you ftand, and your firm and zeae a 
lous adherence to the glorious dodtrines of everlatting and 
free love and grace in this day of error and blafphemy, when fo many ee 
are carried about and toffed to and fro with every wind of do&rine; une Anta 
ftable fouls! ever learning, but never come to the knowledge of the truth. 
“We lament that iniquity fo rapidly abounds: that the love vf many 
‘waxes cold. Brethren, it is atime for prayer to God for help, which 
_ Wwe earnefily recommend to you, and alfoa partiealar care for and watch- 


‘Ing over the fouls of your families, inftru@ing them by every means A é 
and in all wildom, into doctrines of the gotpely giving thom 
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